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What is the Critical Current?

The Critical Current was created to be an enrichment program designed to foster
critical thinking skills through current events. However, over the course of three
years, many of the strategies used in this program evolved into tools that have been
implemented in classrooms across content areas, promoting critical thinking and
news literacy among AVID, EL, and GATE students with great success!

Tas Anoeles @5

IS o R — e |




5 strategies...

0 News of the World - Current Event Image Connection

@ Question the Picture - Image analysis and inquiry

9 B.R.A.B. - Credibility Checker + Tic-Tac-Toe

@ Tag! You're it! - Article Tags

6 Fact Checking Report Card
bit.ly/SparkCC



Access the folder with all the templates!
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Be sure to make a COPY of the entire folder and SAVE IT TO YOUR DRIVE, so that
you have access to all the templates and can directly write on them, delete words,
- and change it to fit the needs of your content and your students. You can only EDIT
- a copied file, so please COPY them into your drive!
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g News of the World

Purpose: To expose students to current events and encourage them to read the newspaper for fun.

Impact: Kids will be better at composing argumentative essays that require evidence from the real
world. They will also find topics discussed in content courses to be more interesting or engaging
because they have real-life connections.

Keep in mind: Include multiple perspectives, and be careful of being politically biased (be objective).
Make sure pictures stick to the facts. Subscribe to the Morning Briefing from the New York Times to
save tons of time. Scaffold by providing students with time in the beginning, and watch them grow
throughout the year!

Extend: Fact checking exercise, you can create thematic layouts, or even have students create them
for stories, novels, units, topics, research projects, etc...
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" Click here to access the folder .
with News of the World =
¢ graphi anizers and slide....
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These templates are editable and included in the Teacher Pack (g00fe folder)


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZG-LCl9wgYzZu_Jp9Zh0S_O1gK151Dgz
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZG-LCl9wgYzZu_Jp9Zh0S_O1gK151Dgz
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZG-LCl9wgYzZu_Jp9Zh0S_O1gK151Dgz
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZG-LCl9wgYzZu_Jp9Zh0S_O1gK151Dgz

Directions for creating your News of the Week slide.

1. Find pictures and drag/drop them into the slides. Tip: Subscribe to the New York Times Morning
Briefing - This will save you tons of time! After resizing the image, be sure to click on “ARRANGE” and
select “ORDER” = “SEND TO BACK” in order for the numbers to be layered over the images.

2. For the first few weeks, give kids time to research the stories before you have them label the news
stories. This can be done by providing kids with 10-15 minutes to scan news sources and identify
what current events the images refer to.

3. Give clues when pictures are vague. This is easy to do with country flags or symbols.

Embed timers onto the slides to create an exciting and competitive atmosphere! Simply copy and paste any
of the timers below onto your slide! They are videos that are timers when you click “play.”

Providing prizes like tickets, stickers, stamps, HW passes, candy, etc... really motivates kids to start
reading the news on a daily or weekly basis. You will see a dramatic increase in what your kids know and
how often they read non-fiction texts independently!


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ASKMcdCc3g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u_BcMXgws6Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddL3y1saEJs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kxGWsHYITAw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xk24DMOInnQ
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@ Question the Picture!

Purpose: To provide students with the language of inquiry and encourage students to ask higher level
questions based on events that are of interest to them.

Impact: Students will be encouraged to use the academic language as they dive into higher level
thinking skills. The images also expose them to current events and get them interested in the world
around them.

Keep in mind: Depending on how familiar students are with the image, the teacher may choose to or
not choose to provide some context for image, document, or video. The teacher can do this by putting
the flag of the country or giving some sort of image clue, without giving out the entire story. This can
serve as a great hook for a new unit. Using the Bloom's Taxonomy Inquiry Sentence Frames, the
teacher may limit the students to a specific category of questions (ie. comprehension, synthesis, analysis
etc.)

Extend: Have students use the GATE icons to apply to the given images. Students may also choose to
investigate the images, artifacts, and other documents on their own to find out the actual story behind

ihsigss bit.ly/SparkCC



Bloom's Taxonomy Inquiry sentence Frames & . |

Knowledge: Comprehension. Application: Analysis, synthesis: Evaluation

Click the worksheet
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MsRXHS2qxGnCAmcDlojveTwk26nK6Nei7N52WOGicBs/copy
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eH7VBiOJPkQ

9 B.R.A.B. Credibility Checker

Purpose: Students will evaluate the credibility of sources and apply these skills when they research and
read informational texts.

Impact: Students will be more mindful and literate in determining the difference between biased/fake
information and objective/accurate sources. Students will also be more actively filtering when they
read, which improves critical thinking skills. Students no longer become consumers of information, but
sifters and evaluators of information.

Keep in mind: Students need to have access to databases and sites where they can find good articles.
Provide kids a resource list (included in our pack), and provide students with scaffolds, such as a lesson
on the differences between different types of online sources (blogs, editorials, news articles, or
research studies).

Extend: Use the B.R.A.B. checker to help filter out poor sources for student-generated projects, or

research assignments.
bit.ly/SparkCC
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17tzAUTk9DkgR4EJFUIzqZBCTNkzyP_aF6uXD4-JJcKI/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/17tzAUTk9DkgR4EJFUIzqZBCTNkzyP_aF6uXD4-JJcKI/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11msOiEMYjtG4ZXk-luAM7wSDKX4VNdnhQKUpogV1uEg/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11msOiEMYjtG4ZXk-luAM7wSDKX4VNdnhQKUpogV1uEg/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11msOiEMYjtG4ZXk-luAM7wSDKX4VNdnhQKUpogV1uEg/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11msOiEMYjtG4ZXk-luAM7wSDKX4VNdnhQKUpogV1uEg/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11msOiEMYjtG4ZXk-luAM7wSDKX4VNdnhQKUpogV1uEg/copy

@ Tag! You're it!

Purpose: Students will interact with informational texts beyond the annotation process. They will break
the text apart, analyze its purpose and credibility, and engage in a reading-writing process that
ensures their comprehension of the text.

Impact: Students will thoroughly understand articles and use these skills as they read other
informational texts and fictional works. They will grow into active readers.

Keep in mind: This does not take the place of annotations. It is an additional “tag” that should be
digitally OR physically attached to the original article.

Extend: Use this to assess students’' reading comprehension of the articles, and incorporate it into PBL
assignments that require student-generated scholarly research.

bit.ly/SparkCC
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lTTsrnectlynPdnv9TcHyrBzwtbz7vPjkpjjnQzPURk/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lTTsrnectlynPdnv9TcHyrBzwtbz7vPjkpjjnQzPURk/copy
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1t6OJGC0Zsvzr5yB1dS3VpxNCjypCDKpy
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1t6OJGC0Zsvzr5yB1dS3VpxNCjypCDKpy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CZ7e5nTXmiuqiG_1dnQ_9H0xFxY2qfddMITgk7SIGtw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CZ7e5nTXmiuqiG_1dnQ_9H0xFxY2qfddMITgk7SIGtw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CZ7e5nTXmiuqiG_1dnQ_9H0xFxY2qfddMITgk7SIGtw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CZ7e5nTXmiuqiG_1dnQ_9H0xFxY2qfddMITgk7SIGtw/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vD2_oe387IDtdjRUgFfd63JoLcB2ZWgZHXMlY-q5Xow/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vD2_oe387IDtdjRUgFfd63JoLcB2ZWgZHXMlY-q5Xow/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vD2_oe387IDtdjRUgFfd63JoLcB2ZWgZHXMlY-q5Xow/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vD2_oe387IDtdjRUgFfd63JoLcB2ZWgZHXMlY-q5Xow/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vD2_oe387IDtdjRUgFfd63JoLcB2ZWgZHXMlY-q5Xow/copy

6 Fact Checking Report Card

Purpose: Students will practice responsible digital citizenship by fact-checking claims through
corroboration and multiple-perspectives.

Impact: Students will be critical readers of the news and be engaged viewers of media. They will
become news literate citizens who question, investigate, and research multiple viewpoints that
challenge their beliefs.

Keep in mind: Students need good resources and clear instructions, including access to multiple fact-
checking sites, as well as an understanding that many sites are biased. Students MUST know the
difference between a FACT and a claim. This assignment is for articles on controversial topics that can
be disputed. Keep in mind that this is an advanced activity that requires scaffolding and a solid
understanding of multiple perspectives, political bias, and the evaluation of claims.

Extend: This report card can be tied to a specific unit or lesson where there are two conflicting
viewpoints on a controversial issue (argumentative piece, philosophical chairs, Socratic seminars).

bit.ly/SparkCC



Click here to access the Fact
Checking Report Card

Author’s Claim #2:

Fact Checking - Source List A Fact Checking - Source List B Fact Checking - Source List C
Source name: Source name: Source name:

False Partly True False Partly True False Partly True

Author’s Claim #3:

Fact Checking - Source List A Fact Checking - Source List B Fact Checking - Source List C
Source name: Source name: Source name:

False Partly True True False Partly True True False Partly True

Based on the three sources from Lists A through C, Explain your reasoning. Justify your response to the previous question.
what grade would you give this article? Be sure to
include your evaluation of the truthful of each of
the three claims to grade this article.

An "O" means it is outstanding and the article is truthful with
verifiable claims. An "S" means it is satisfactory, and has some
truths, but some unsupported claims. An “N“ means that it
needs improvement, as it has several unsupported or unverified
claims. Finally, a "U" means unsatisfactory, which means that the
article is full of false claims and cannot be read to inform people
of facts.

Please check only ONE of the following scores:
Outstanding
Satisfactory
Needs Improvement
Unsatisfactory



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xkmjW__3nN9Z3O4SOpJmTvHm2f-XaMdcCKd_mHAr0ts/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xkmjW__3nN9Z3O4SOpJmTvHm2f-XaMdcCKd_mHAr0ts/edit
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Critical Current Workshop Time

Use the templates in the folder to
incorporate one strategy to fit with your
content or unit next year. You can edit,

adjust, or rewrite the strategies to match
your teaching style or lesson!




