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Carol Dweck (Mindset Theory)





STUDENT ROLES - Every student has a purpose and the peer 
group may not function the same without his/her input.



ACCESS TO THE TEACHER AND THE CURRICULUM: Students 
are welcome to email questions, engage in discussions, and revisit class 
material online. The learning community extends beyond the classroom.







Kelly Gallagher (Article of the Week)

6th grade example

- Article of the Week -  
Why should ALL of your 
students have to read the 

SAME one article?



ARTICLE OF THE WEEK - Let students find their own article of the week 
that is relevant to the text you are focusing on! Eliminate one of your weekly 

tasks by adding a more valuable learning opportunity for your students.* 

*You will see better results if you 
implement this step AFTER students are 

proficient in annotating texts AND 
researching articles (Credibility, Accuracy, 

Reasonableness, and Support).







WORD PART WEDNESDAYS





As long as students are 
writing an 

ARGUMENTATIVE 
ESSAY, they can write 
their essay on any one 

of five pre-selected 
topics.

SAME GENRE 
MULTIPLE TOPICS

For Honors students & 
students who want to 
challenge themselves. 

A screen shot from 
my class website

ESSAYS!



SAME GENRE 

SAME TOPIC 

MULTIPLE 
TEXTS

6th grade example



SAME GENRE 
MULTIPLE TOPICS 
MULTIPLE TEXTS



PROJECTS!



PROJECTS!

6th grade poetry project

8th grade UTC Portfolio



Adapted from Rachel Gil (Villa Fundamental)







Google Docs: Collaborative Annotations &
Collaborative Peer Editing (Essay Comments)





Students replace the Holt Handbook.



Jigsaw Cooperative Learning Group

Fish Bowl Speeches (adapted from AVID)

Group & Individual Presentations
Incorporate presentations as much as possible. 

Presentations do not have to be LIVE. Students can 
watch them at home (and write notes) and you can 
grade them on your own time (saving class time).

Pick a topic out of a bowl, brainstorm for 30 seconds, and 
speak continuously for 2 minutes about the topic.

EXPERT GROUPS read one section of a text and present it to 
each of their LEARNING GROUPS.





How is this relevant to me?

How are these texts related?

How are the universal 

themes relevant to the world 

we live in today?

Think BIG.



Take students out of their bubbles and teach them 
that they belong to a bigger world, where they 

have the power to make a difference. 





October 21st, 2014 - 8th graders’ questions are answered 
by a journalist in Hong Kong

during the height of the protests for Independence.



When students believe they matter, they realize 
that their learning matters too.
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